CONFEDERATE

FLLEEIED)

PR

James City Cavalry

Picket Lines

October 2016 Dispatch — Williamsburg, Virginia

NORTHERN

* ¥ %
*

VINIOYIA

1861-1865

— http://www.jamescitycavalry.org

Camp #2095 =&X1t Brigade M Virginia Division

%rmy of Northern Virginia
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hlstory of the War Between The States

Nexi Musier

Wednesday, October 26 1, 2016, 6:30pm
Colonial Heritage Club

http://colonialheritageclub.org/home.asp
6500 Arthur Hills Drive
Williamsburg, VA 23188

Meal Cost: $17.00 Per Person
(genuine Confederate currency gladly accepted)

Honored Confederate Soldier:
CaptainTheophilusPerryg Co. k¢ 28th Texas Cavalry

RSVP Required for
All are encouraged to attend.

Compatri

Dr. John Trammell
Author and Historian

The Amazing
CSS Hunley

Most people have a vague awarenessthat the navies were
part of the military story in the War for Southern
Independence, but few fully appreciate the amazing story
of the CSS Hunley, the wo r | @rét ssuccessful attack
submarine. Hunley represented a significant human and
technological effort on the part of Confederate authorities
and contradicts the stereotype of the South as anti-
industrial and backwards in the antebellum period. In fact,
the South was as industrialized as any of the modern
European nations of the period and accomplished a
number of noteworthy war enterprises to support the effort
on the front lines. Hu n | storydissone of them.

Jack Trammell is an award-winning author and poet born
in Berea Kentucky, whose credits include hundreds of
articles and stories, and more than twenty books. He was a
recent candidate for Congressin Eric Ca n t seatfaswell
as enjoying a twenty -five year career as an educator in the
public schools and as a professor and researcherin higher
education. His areas of expertise include social history,

0 disability, Ledu@atiofl, Sgovérnment, Ardetican history, and
creative writing . He was a long-time columnist for the
Washington Times. His most recent books include The
Fourth Branch of Government: We the People, and Tales of
a Soldier Revenant He can be reached at:
jacktrammell@yahoo.com
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Meeting:
Held 28 September at 6:30PM at Colonial Heritage Club,
James City Cty., Va 39 attendees

Welcome given by Commander Jeff Toalson

Invocation:
Given by Senior Chaplain Fred Breeden

Pledge & Salute to the Flags
Break for Supper

The SCV Charge read by Quartermaster Jerry Thompson
Ancestral Memorial Candle:
Read by Compatriot Charles Eugene Bush in honor of

Private Henry Winder Garrett
VMI Corp & 43 Virginia Cavalry

Program:

Ity A, kzdd" Il | £7 °| °106Wx Gl K

speaker: Mr. Frank Earnest.

Frank appeared as an elder Major VonBorcke recalling his days
with the Confederacy and later events in the Prussian/Austrian
War.

Muster

Committee Reports and Announcements:

Cemetery Report
2nd | t, Commander Steve White reported a new flag has
been installed at Fort Magruder but needs adjustment. No
dead trees have been found on the property and the moat
area is being mowed. A new flag is needed for Peach Park

Old & New Business
A Update on Christmas Party plans at Colonial Heritage.
Ken Parsons
A SCV dues statement Ken Parsons
A October meeting on the Hunley
A November meeting on Southern Songs

Officer Induction
1st Lt. Commander Jim Leach

Cmdr. Toalson and Bt Lt. Cmdr. Jim Leach

Book Raffle
Proceeds were donated to the Camp Treasury
for the raffle of the three donations.

“Di xi e”

Benediction
Given by Chaplain Warren Raines.

Adjournment
8:40 PM
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Commander’s Comments

You overwhelmingly voted to bring our ChristmasParty to Colonial
Heritageand havethem serveus a fine dinner versusour previous6 p-o
s b | u cstpPers You havebeenemailedcopiesof the menuandregistration
x@* ﬁi-{ form plus oneis includedin thisissueof 6 P i d¢ikea& Ken musthave
LA D@l BEES 50 reservedseatssold by our October 26 meeting Mail to him now or
bring your form andmoniesto the Octobermeeting

Commander Jeff Toalson Mark Friday, Decemberl 6™ on your calendarsiow!
troon24@cox.net

I would like to thankCompatriotEd Englefor histhreeyearsof serviceas
our 1st Lt. Commander We haveall enjoyedthe 30 varied speakerghat
Ed hasbroughtto our meetings We welcomeCompatriotJim Leachas
1st Lt. Commander Ed Engle his replacement Jim hasalreadybookedspeakeron é B u y& 3elling

ece44@cox.net ConfederateMe mo r a landI6iPa& & tBdodgenBuilding Techniques
EmployedduringtheWB T S 6

Adjutant Ken Parsons
kparsons320@cox.net

2nd Lt. Commander Steve White
garrettsgrocery@gmail.com

The Cavalryis pleasedto welcomenew CompatriotsJohnHolt and Jon

Historian/Genealogist Fred Boelt Holland
fwb@widomaker.com

The Cavalry thanks Billie Earnestand Frank Earnestfor the two

Archivist/Editor Paul Huelskamp wonderful talks they providedin August and September In total they
paulhuelskamp@cox.net havegivenus8 differenttalks overtheyears
Quartermaster Jerry Thompson

Plansare in the works to provide a musical programat our Christmas

LTh n hoo.com S .
JerryLThompson@yahoo.co supper More detailswill beforthcoming

Senior Chaplain Fred Breeden
floreeden@yahoo.com Pleasenclude CompatriotJacksorDarstin your prayers He is currently
. . in rehabworking on recoveryfrom arecentstroke
Chaplain Warren Raines

warrenandpaula@verizon.net

The H. L. Hunley is going to sink the U. S’ S. Housatonicduring our
Octobermeeting Thiswill beanexcellenteveningto attend Hopeto see
over40 of you onthe 26

We servein their memory,

Jeff

Florida Independent Blues Flag

This magnificentblue flag was presentedo the
menof CompanyB, 3rd Florida Infantry in 1861
Thedark blue backgroundeatures7 starswith the
date that eachof the 'cotton states'secededthe
cotton plant in the center,and the words "ANY
FATE BUT SUBMISSION" This flag is in the
collectionof the Museumof the Confederacy
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Coniederate Gravesites

(Contributed by Historian/Genealogist Compatriot Fred Boelt)

We will continueto researcha few remainingveterans
at CedarGrove, but in the meantimewe will moveto

the cemetery located behind the Benjamin Waller

houseat the easternend of FrancisStreet Thereare
four Confederateveteransinterredin that ratherlarge
family cemetery All four men were interrelated
throughthe Waller family.

John Cyrus Mercer was born on May 12, 181Q in

Fredericksburg,Virginia. He was the son of Hugh

Mercer and Louisa Griffin and grandsonof General
Hugh Mercer of RevolutionaryWar fame His early
years were spent in Fredericksburgafter which he
studied medicine and becamea physician Around

1838 he marriedMary CatherineWaller (18181892,

daughterof Robert PageWaller and Eliza Christian
Griffin. Their first child was born in Fredericksburg,
but the family relocatedto Williamsburg about1841,

andtheir othereightchildrenwerebornthere

Dr. Mercer served as a surgeon on the USS
Constellationand at the Marine Hospital in Norfolk

before the Civil War. Undocumentedreports also
indicatethat he servedasa surgeonin the Confederate
StatesNavy. Naval records are sketchy at best and

sincethis camefrom family sourcesit is probablytrue

Additionally, Dr. Mercer practiced medicine in

Williamsburg whenever he was not occupied
elsewhereHe servedon the Williamsburg city council

and schoolcommissionandin 1844 he servedon the

Boardof Visitors at the Collegeof William and Mary.

Dr. Mercer sat on the board of directorsfor Eastern
Lunatic Asylum from 18471855 and 1857186Q and

servedas its presidentin 18581859 He was also a

vestrymanat Bruton ParishChurch JohnCyrusMercer
died on March 26, 1884 and was laid to restin his

wi f andestragraveyardbehindthe BenjaminWaller

house

The oldest son of Johnand Mary CatherineMercer,
ThomasHugh Mercer,wasbornin Williamsburgabout
1843 He attendedthe College of William and Mary

from 1859t0 1861 On April 28, 1861 he enlistedasa
private in CompanyC (Williamsburg Junior Guard),
32nd Virginia Infantry, andwaspresenon the July and
August rosters He was dischargedon October 21,
1861 whenhereceivedanappointmento be a cadetat
Virginia Military Academy He transferredto the 1st
Regiment,Virginia Infantry in Januaryl862 andwas
laterwoundedn the Battle of Williamsburg

ThomasMercerwasin a hospitalin Lynchburgduring
Juneand early July and was presentat a camp near
Richmondfor the remainderof July and August After

that,hewasat a campnearCulpeperCourt Houseuntil

September26, 1862 when he was marked absent,
detachedoy orderof GeneralLee andwasassignedo

ordnanceduty. He was listed as a lieutenantin the
MadisonLight Artillery in Septembef864 andhewas
paroledat Appomattoxin April 1865

Thomas Hugh Mercer died from pneumonia on
September7, 1865 at agetwentytwo yearsand was
buriedin the Waller graveyard An entryin the Richard
M. BucktroutLedgerand Day Book chargedDr. John

C. Mercer, i ma cleerry wood raistop, lined and
trimmedcoffin andcasefor s a m & Septembell865

Oneotherson,Corbin Waller Mercer,born on April 2,

1845 wasold enoughto fight for the cause He served
as a private in Company D, Mo s b YRégsnent,
Virginia Cavalry He wascapturedn FauquierCounty,
Virginia in May 1864 and ultimately was sentto Fort
Delaware He took the oathof allegiancethereandwas
releasen Junel4, 1865

After thewar, he becamea well knownbusinessnanin
Richmond, Virginia, and in November 1886 he
married FrancesBurwell Nelsonfrom Yorktown, and
theyhadtwo sons Corbin Mercerwasa memberof R.
E. Camp, ConfederateVeteransand was presentfor
manyreunions He died on November20, 191Q andhe
and his wife and one son were buried at Grace
EpiscopalChurchin Yorktown.
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CaptainTheophilusPerry¢ Co. F¢ 28" Texas Cavalry

Theophiluswasbornin North Carolinaon February3, 1933 He wasoneof threesonsbornto Levin K. Perryand
hiswife MarthaDavis Perry

The family would moveto the Marshall, Texas,areain the mid-1840. Theophilusandonebrotherwould stayin

Louisburg,N. C., to finish their schoolingandthenTheophiluswenton to attendthe University of North Carolina
He graduatedn 1854andopenedalaw office in Marshall, Texas,in 1856

On 9 Februaryl860he marriedHarriet E. Persornof Louisburg,N. Carolina Shortlythereaftetheybought8 acres
of landin Marshall,they owned8 Negroesandsetup housekeeping

Martha(SugarLumpy) wasbornin early 1861
Theophilusenlistedon May 10, 1862in Companyf for 3 yearsor thewar. He waselected2"dLieutenant
Theophilus Jr. (Theo)wasbornon December4, 1862

In February, 1863 hewrote Harrietthat, il sendSugarLumpya greatsheetof paperfilled with picturesof animals
... My heartis with you, SugarLumpy& in the cradle of the Baby | desireto gohomeaboveall thingso

He is promotedto Captainon July 5, 1863 On July 17 from Trenton,LA ., he wrote, fiThereis a good deal of
sicknesdiere Somechills andfever Wehaveall beendebilitatedby the swamp

Recordsshow a furlough for 40 daysdatedAugust 10, 1863 His daughterMartha, died on August 12" before
Theophilusreachechome

In a JanuaryB, 1864 letterhomehe noted,fi B eigViery poor and no pork or bacon. . . Bad diet is the causeof
manydeathsin thearmy.0o

Theophiluswaskilled in actionduringthe battleof Pleasantill, Louisiana,on April 9, 1864 He wasburiedonthe
battlefield In late 1865 Harriet returnedto Louisburg,N. Carolina Shehadlost her husbandher daughterand
sometimebeforethe 1870censusTheoJr. died Sheremarriedin 1872andpassedwayin 1885atthe ageof 49.

(CompiledServiceRecordsConfederate,Brewer Museum, UDC,Richmond,VA, Microcopy 323, Roll 145, Widows by the Thousands,
Johanssonfayetteville,2000 p. xv-xxi, quotesby date.)
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In Defense of American History
By
Thomas G. Campbell
James City County, Virginia

Thereis no outcry to destroyCivil War monumentsof
the Union Army in the North, but only in the Southwill
monumentsflags, and symbolsof the Confederatebe
destroyed Both the North and the South are heavily
dotted with huge chunksof granite as a memorial to
thosewho died in a bloody civil war. All of these
monumentgepresensupremesacrificesduring a most
pivotal time in our nation'syounghistory

About 155000 Virginia menservedin the Confederate
forcesduring the war, while another32,000 Virginians

servedin Union forces Many young menin Virginia

did not hesitateto join the new Confederatearmy,

leaving many collegesvirtually empty Confederate
soldiers had an averageage of twenty-six, and more

than half of them were the headof their households
Their fathers, great grandfathers,and/or great, great
grandfathergould havefoughtin the MexicanWar, the

War of 1812 and in the American Revolution

Southernersvould have dishonoredtheir family name
had they not joined the military and protectedtheir

homeland Some Confederate soldiers supported
slavery,andsomedid notd justassomeUnion soldiers
were abolitionists and many were not Meanwhile,

young women worked at home in the fields, and

factories

Everyone and everything they loved was close by
within their 6 Vi r gvhichiwas®o them a sovereign
place All that many Southernerknew and felt was
that someonefrom someplacewvas coming to destroy
theirlivesandhomes Many localitiessawthe war take
away everyoneand everythingthey loved When all

waslost, all thatwasleft wastheir honorasthey stood
to fight for their homeland The peoplewere honorable
andtheir sacrificeswould neverberewarded

After the war, the stategovernmentsn the North and
the South erected monuments but in the South,
monumentgosemoreslowly. Thesemonumentsvere

sponsoredy womenwho did not want their husbands,
sons fathersandbrothersto beforgotten Theydiedon
the battlefield and were buried in mass unmarked
graves The families did not get to bury their loved
onesnor saytheir final goodbyes Theyhadno graves
on which to place tombstonesor flowers The
monumentgepresenbrokertheartedpeoplewho were
grieving, and they wanted their loved ones to be
remembered To rememberthe dead,and remember
them well, was the hallmark of the Victorian society
Therefore, families and primarily women sponsored
manyfundraiserssuchasbakesalesetc andtheywere
wildly successfuin their efforts. It mayhavebeenone
of the first widespreadwomen'smovementswhich in
itself validatesthe reasorto keepthem

It is easy for those who have not studied the war
extensivelyto sayit wasjust aboutslavery However,
it is far more complicatedthan that It was aboutthe
economyof cotton and tobaccoand slavery was an
integralpartof thatagriculture True,hadtherenotbeen
slavery,theremay not havebeena war;, and had good
farming machinerybeenavailable,the needfor slavery
would havebeenreduced

This indeedwas a primitive time. The entire country,
both the North and South, participatedwholly in the
slave economyyet the Southgets 100 of the blame
Hadit not beenfor the cottonandtobaccoexportsafter
the RevolutionaryWar, Americacould havewell beena
third world country Cottonwasthe cashcow andit was
labor intensive America was producing most of the
world's cotton Cotton was the only commodity ever
given a nameby Wall Street King Cotton Cottonwas
the single largestexport and NYC was the financial
capitalof thevital commerce

Continued next page
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In Defense of American History
Continued from Page 6

Northernslaveshipsbroughtthe slavesto our shores
with greatprofits for shippingcompaniesn Rhode
Island and other New England states and
northeastern investors  Connecticut insurance
companiesinsured the plantations, the shipping
companiesand the banking and investmenthouses
in New York City.

The greatestassetwas the four million enslaved
African Americanswith a value then of 3.5 billion
dollars and producingannually4.5 million balesof
cotton There just simply were not enoughpeople
living in the countryat this time to keepup with the
demandfor laborintensive cotton In the South,
25% of the populationownedslave$ leaving 75%
who did not However, 100% of the households
were affected by the war. This is the story we
shouldbe telling andnot erasing Thereis plenty of
blame and shameto go around, but there is also
muchprideandgrit too. Togetherthroughthe good
anddespitethe bad, peoplein the North and South,
both slave and free, along with immigrants and
Native Americans,createdthe bestnationon Earth
Thereis roomfor all to be proudtogetherfor all that
ourancestorgreatedor us

Monumentsdo not endorsenor promote racism

Monumentsdo not attackor kill. They standsilent
and graceful One exampleis A Si |Seam®
statueat the University of North Carolinaat Chapel
Hill. This statuewaserectedn 1913asa monument

to the 321 alumni of the University who servedin
the ConfederatéArmy duringthe Civil War andit is
known by studentsasfi Si IS @ mtAlthough the
soldierholdsarifle, it is silentbecausde wearsno
cartridge box for ammunition The university
continuedoperationduring the Civil War, thanksto
the reliance on wounded veteransand men who
wereexemptfrom military service

Monumentsarea reminderfor usto stopandreflect
They are beautiful public art, designedand crafted
by artisans If the monumentsare torn down, or
vandalized,then we lose much more than just a
chunkof granite,we lose history andthe lessonsof
history  Now, unfortunately, i Si | Seanntbas
already been vandalized by the i B | alovés
Mat t enovement which painted the word
i mu r denthemonument

Even the College of William and Mary saw fit to
removethe emblemof the Confederatdlag from its
mace® so what exactly did that accomplish? They
also removeda plaque from the wall in the Wren
Building listing the namesof all studentsaandfaculty
who departedthe Collegein 18601861to servein
the Confederacy Why not learnfrom the history of
the pastandnottry to 6 s a n hidtorybut té learn
from it andlive to do better? L e tdéfendAmerican
historyandstriveto preservat.

This article was written and edited by Thomas G. Campbell and it was inspired by Kerry Dougherty of
Virginia and Cynthia Loveless Harriman, the Executive Direction of the Texas Civil War Museum, Fort

Worth, Texas.
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The
Gettysburg

Campaign

A Study in Command

TheLife of
NATHAN
BEDFORD

o FORREST
EDWIN B.CODDINGTON sy

Eortand by Frerd M

of Time -Life Books Command” , b yCoédihgtdnn Nat han Bedford Forre
Wills

“Civil War Battle A I"dah'"e, GeBy ytsfbexrl@diCtao*rrpFiugm,Bdbt tSteu dfyYy 9 t he

October Trivia Question:

Who were the Immortal Six Hundred?

Williamsburg Civil War Round Table

http://www.wcwrt.org

On October 25th, 2016 — Rob Orrison
will present:

s L a s tThe@fistoe Btatibnv
Campaign’”

Lee
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2016 James City Cavalry

Christmas Supper
December 18& (Friday)

Colonial Heritage Country Club
In our regular meeting room
Time: 6 p.m.to 8 p.m.

MENU

House Salad with 2 dressings
Poached Atlantic Salmon with tomato basil relish
Mixed crop top carrots in ginger and lime sage
Herb Roasted mashed potatoes
Rolls with butter
Sponge cake with raspberry drizzle

Coffee, Iced Tea, Water

COST
$20 per person PREPAID reservations required by October 26.
We must have 50 confirmed reservations by the October 26 date to keep the price
at $20.00 per person.
Seating is limited to 60 people on a first come, first reserved basis.

Reservation: Mail with check to Ken Parsons, 217 Sherwood Forest, Williamsburg, VA 23188

Names: $20.00

$20.00

Total: $

Need to be 90% booked by
the October 26 meeting.



